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<« LIVE HERE!

Our annual guide reveals the places where great hunting
and fishing starts right at the edge of town

’w JOHN TARANTO

hen we started our "Top 200 Towns for Sportsmen” program in

2008, our goa] was to provide you with an exhaustive list of cities
and towns thaf, in addition to having excellent and abundant hunting and
fishing opportunities nearby, are also great places to raisa a family and
provide a high quality of lite, That same mission continues today.
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1 BEND,OR

Sumundedhymﬂlimnfnmnf
Forest Service land, gra and
wetlands, and hundreds of miles of
fishable rivers and streams—and with
nmirﬂﬂumﬁﬂnd Eli_]_rlaymtn
enjoy thise ntof sporting
riches—Bend, Oregon, tops this year's
list of the best towns for sportsmen.

ﬁl!uf:haipnhlwhumwﬁi&-
ing atresge surrounds s vibrant and
growing city. Bend is by no means
- quaint, with ruu;!:]y 80,000 peo-
. ple currently calling it home; that
the population has grown nearly 50
percent in the past decade is a great
indicator of a thriving community. At
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since 2000, mﬁ&!.l??nndthemat

uf lwmghm is. nahtlrﬁﬁmmnnﬂ
m if not a hair below.

1In this unique landscape, where
the Cascade Mountnins meet the high
desert, upland hunters chase qu.nﬂ,
pheasants and chuhr aCross a Vari-
ar&mmjrg-g!mehunmuw_r
run out of apportunities for elk, mule
deer, antelope and black bears in the

!mnd, uﬂ,g.‘. 13%—h¢ur4mtwﬂl rm
you in coastal towns like Newport,
where you mmﬂoﬁﬂa?ﬁﬁc

Northwest's saltwater fishing.
1fyour roll cast is rusty, head to the
Tocal Orvis store in the Old Ml district,
‘where an 18-Hole fly-casting course
_ similar to those you'll find

hunting and

in .uulmuni: B:nﬂis nml:lng:r&u
thirsty, you'll bz glad to know that
downtown is home to eight craft beer
hmm:u.lmhdhywhﬁiuhuﬂnu
the “amdAhm

Fapulatiahfgrawin=mnes 20 00T

S54LTTT Modigd b

tes 15,4 minutes | Unemplay imend

i 287 000  Costo
rate 4,1%
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iStock Photo (top), Doug Wilson (bottom)

“Bend, OR
: Pinedale, WY
Rapid City, SD

Kodiak, Al
Saratoga, WY

10  BISMARCK, ND
With the-median costof a homea
around $150,000, and & Cost of
Living Index numbar well below the
national pverage (B3, compared 10
100, residonts of Bismarch are-alile
to spend their hard-earned money
on the important things in life—like

“bird heinking:

Centrally located on intersiaie
04, North Dakola's capital cityis
thi itdeal jumping-oif paint for the
best upland and waterdowl hunting
inithe state:

Bismarck is at the wastarn
adge of the famed Prairie Pothole
Ragion, which provides breeding
Iakitat far duck species [ike pit-
taits, padwalis and canvasbaoks,
and impartant migration habilat for
soaup, wigeoh and geese.

Ol {he Dakotas, il's Lsu-
ally Soiith Dakots thal prabs the
pheasant hunting headlines; but
MNotth Dakota has-lang had an

“excatient ringnech population,
wiich only continugs to Improve.
The Missour River llows
betwean Bismarck and its sister
city ol Mandan, providing clise-
lo:home opportunities fof stellar
walleye fishing,

i Bismarchk, ND

Cooper Landing, Al

Lewiston, 1D 12
Pendleton, OR 13
Sheridan, WY 14

: Mountain Home, AR
Chamberlain, SD
Pierre, SD
Rawlins, WY

15 Lander, WY

14 Cody, WY

17 Williston, ND

18 Heber Springs, AR
19 Marguette, M1

20 Lea, UT

11 MOUNTMN ﬂoms, AR

ot e

I, F, e "\
mkmmhummmpmmﬂmnbnwmnwh&ﬁimiuﬁa
nurmuuﬁnhmsim'tthanjnmth opulatio
hﬂldinamldmmdufmimdﬁﬂemkltmmﬂzhmufm
merable squirrels, and chasing

!ﬂhb]ﬂ]‘!ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂlﬂ!ﬂhdﬂﬂﬁﬂf iy z":'.l'l Iatii

the Ozark National Forest is as *"'f‘;{ e ot
much umeofspnngwluming S T
to Cardinals baseball on KMOX.
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inconie: $36 567

Sioux Falls, SD
22 Roseau, MN
23 Idaho Falls, 1D
24 Granby, CO
25 Kanab, UT

52 1 QUTDOOR LIFE

27 :BEMIDJI, MN
“The family-friend}

‘walleyes, perch, crapp

y Northwoods town of
Bmﬂld}i‘is surrounded by countless lnkes
Eﬁadvﬁthmmwmaﬁeﬂ,pﬁe,-
ies and more. The
m{hﬁrmﬁeﬁﬁﬁsﬂﬁmf‘hthnl

26 Devils Lale, ND Z1 Page, AZ
27 Bemid]i, MN 32 Sandpoint, ID
28 Grand Marais, MN 33 Pocatello, 1D
29 lKenai, AKX 34 Heber, UT
30 Rochester, MN 35 St. George, UT

34 ' HEBER, UT

With'the Provd, Green, Strawberry
and Hetbar rivers, and reseovolcs

[lke Jordanelis, Deer Creeh-and Mill
Haollow, all within cazsting distanoe,
Heber isone ol the Rocky Mountains'
mast prolific, atheil unheraloed, figh-
Ing - fowns And given [ts location 20

mirutes down' the valley from hop-
ping Park Clty, Heberand the sur-
rounding ared oifar plenty of diver-
siong withoul the touristorush

Carbondale, CO
Glendive, MT
ICalispell, MT
Glasgow, MT
:Easton, MD

'. slmwm&wﬂnxm
uld'hmt clubs, which lay Iﬂninihmmnfihn

hmnﬁg‘lﬁn&h thk-m

Ll
wi v 19 minules

Alamy [top}, David 1. Sams (bottara)



Mitch Kezar/Windigeimages.com (top), Joa Byers/Windigoi

41 Colorado Springs, CO
42 Vernal, UT

43 Hailey, ID

44 Eugene, OR

45 Richfield, UT

Giattiuginm:ume th'e' bmt-‘humg

44 Rifle, CO

47 Ashland, W1
48 Casper, WY
49 : Fairbanks, AK
50 Lewistown, MT

matter of traveling 100 miles mthmthe

game species include grizz rizzli

chum salmon; northern pike:
burbot: rainbow trout; and
Arctic grayling all calling
the icy-cold waters around
Fairbanks home,

around Eairbanks can be nothing short of
acre Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfow! Refuge
There is no shortage of fishing nppormtiu,dﬁmr.

viiwe: H192,458

43 MALLEY,ID

51 Trinidad, CO
52 Ruidoso, NM
53 Boonevilie, MO
54 Fort Collins, CO
Evergreen, CO

Moses Lale, WA
57 i Maupin, OR
58 Bozeman, MT
5% Montrose, CO
60 Orofino, [D

57 : MAUPIN, OR
What tiiy Maupin lachs i size
Lpopulation: 414y it mara than
makes up for infdiverse hunting
and/lishing oppoftunities, bath In
tow i and within an easy ditle.

Diligent big-aame huntets chaze
Iilack bears, olk and mule dear
i the shadow of Qienon's tall-
esl peakin the ML Moo Mational
Foresl, west of town, Whan i@
comes to winged gams, Marriam's
antl Rin Grande {urkeys kaen
hunters Busy (n thespring, and
an awesome dove flight provides
late-summer action feadhifn into
veatariowl season: The main dra,
howevar s the arsa’s oltstanding
Lpland Lird hisnting Chukie, valley
quail and pheasant= are all avall-
abile \n this high-dasert =8

The DaschiutesRiker s
{air ehare of froutand stealhead

aficionatdos, butan hour's drive

up Route 197 ute (hirepid anglers
In the Colimibia Rivar port oty of

The Dalles
launch your baatand immediniely

From liere, you can

ke bita what many considar the

best wallaye flshety in the country
Sturgeon, trout, salmon and stael-
head round oul & diverse mixad bag
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11

wetjanly 532573
5147, 20} At Living el B33 Ui msloiment Bals

Dillon, MT 66 Rogers, AR 71 Petoshey, MI Tillamoolk, OR
42 Livingston, MT &7 Hood River, OR 72 WMobridge, SD Craig, CD
&3 Cedar City, UT 48 John Day, OR 73 Joseph, OR Broadus, MT
64 Helena, MT &% Medford, OR 74 Hayden, CO Coeur d'Alene, ID
45 Payette, 1D 70:Seneca, S5C 75 Cumbetrtand, ME :Show Low, AZ

80 :SHOW LOW, AZ

When mpsl peaple thinkof the Arizona
landscape, things lkesaguaro cacl|,
coppat-colored rimrock cliffs and
scruhbidesert brush typically leap'ta
mind, However, the White Mountains,
al wlhich Show Low ks the commercial
hub, will shatterthesa preconcelvad
rotlahs iy aliurey,

Sijunled a5t 6400 feel Show Low
|5 surrpunded by enormous stands of
[unipet piton-apd ponderosa gines,;
and peaks that climb tomoré than
11,000 feet This landscape is home
1 ek, muledearand whitétail deef,
anielppe, javelina, biack bears; Lur-
Keys, bighorh sheep and mountain
lions. Abundant lakes and rivars hold
hiass; crappias, gragling, pike, wall-
afes catfishand five spesies of Lrouk:
rainbove brown, cutthircat, brook and
tha native Apache

O, and the name? Legend has it
that two of thearea’s setlies decided
there wasn't anough room forthe both
oi them, and agreed Lo let the oufcome
of 3 game of poker dictale who would
¢lalm-a 100,000-acre ranch, After hputs
of playing, one said {o the other; “1%you
gan: show low, you win" before Hipping
gver the twolot clubs: Sald ths sacond,
vigtarious rancher, “Show low, it s
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86 PRAIRIE
DU CHIEN, WI

In 2001, this smal] city at
the northern end of the
mighty Missis=ippl droppet]
@ tiver carpiron a crano
ahdve BlackHawk Avende at
midnight-on MNewYear's Eve;
The "Broppin’ of the Cam”
has bean the culmination of
the folur-day-long Carp Fest
aver sinte

I{lamath Falis, OR
Missoula, MT

Old Harhor, AK
Belle Fourche, SD
Sahmon, ID

87 i GULF SHORES, AL
entirety Gulf

86 Prairie du Chien, W1 Bartlesville, DIK
87 :Gulf Shores, AL Phillips, W1

88 Camden, ME Newport, WA
B89 Prescoit, AZ iGillette, WY

90 Butte, MT Los:Atamos, NM

'm:et !ﬂ]ﬂflm an h !

_mﬂi 3
foias ﬁﬂ,

96 Luflin, TX

97 Logan, UT

98 Saratoga Springs, NY
99 Winthrop, WA

100 : Durango, CO

100 : DURANGO, CO

Sl in the Anjmas River Valley
ani surrounded by 1herugosd,
niajestic San Juan Mauntains, the
city of Durangn blgnds Old Wes1
charm-and 21st-century motdernily,
With more than 200 restauranis
abundant shopping, & brand-new
hospital, & regional airport and 2
faur-yearcollege, Diuranga s an
awfuldol going far it inthaguality-
of-life deparimant:

Mare tian twe million sores of
pubhit wilderness and tatienal
torest land, plenfilul fead, ample
habitat and exoellent epting cald-
ing growmds helpensdre fhat (he
elk herds arcund Durango ramdain
among the largest in theWasl
While gk are certainly the mast
popular big-gam goies hets
hack bears; mule deerand mar-
tain lions ara aleo avatlahle,

Duranoo trout fishermean enjoy
year-round-angling opgortuni-
ties on a number of noarby nvars,
incluting the Rio Grande, San
Juanand Animas, winch lows
right throuph town, Eome sum-
mer, adventurcus trout-bums
troh to high-pountry/lpkes i the
Weminuche Wildernazs,

MAY 2011 1 855
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105 PORT : — | 106:SARANAC LAKE, NY
CLINTON, OH | Thepmh:re&qunﬂlugmfﬁarmhhm]nm
Pathiaps best known as the ed in the heart of New York's historic and sce-

“\Walleye Capital of the nic Adirondack Mountnins. The 6.1 million acres

Warld,"” Port Clinten, on the amount to an area that is roughly the size of the

sharps of Lake Erie. is also State. ﬂf?ﬂ'mnnt.
a mecca lof recreational . Iﬁlﬂllmww—mﬁ‘lﬁ ﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ: !
shootars Nearby Camp -excellent fishing for rout, bass and panfish, and

Parry has beep home o Lhe htm.ﬁngfor deer, b]ﬂﬁkhe&lﬁ.mﬂﬂm

NRA-sponsored Mational
Rille Matches shooting
competillon since 1907

101 Billings, MT 104: Saranac Lale, NY 111 Driggs, ID Redmond, OR
102 Flagstaff, AZ 107 Rhinelander, W1 112 Mebraska City, NE Helena, AR

103 Port Angeles, WA 108 Rexburg, ID 113 Alexandria, MN Dickinson, ND
104 Ogallala, NE 109 Red Wing, MN 114 Beaufort, SC : Manistee, M1
105 ; Port Clinton, OH 110 Miles City, MT 115 Erie, PA Panama City, FL
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119 | MANISTEE, MI

Expnnemthn absolute best of the Upper
Midwest's fishingin this Lower Peninsulu town
on the shores of Lake Michigan. Spectacular
sportfishing for king salmon and huge German
brown trout is available in lakes Manistee and
Michigan, while legendary rivers like the Big
Manistee, Little Manistee and the blue-rib-
bon- duugu.um:l ‘Pere Marguette hold both
those species, as well ubmnkuuutm
bows and steelhead. In fact, four of the last
five state-record brown trout were caught in
the Manistee River, including a 41-pounder
landed in September 2009. Walleyes, small-
mouths, perch, panfish, pike and muskies are
all available in

nearby waters.
‘While the fishing opportunities in and around

' Mnﬁmumymhthupmﬂnghummﬁ,
ample hunting can be enjoyed as well. The

mnhm wmpﬁmm.mm

i _unﬂ mmmmm&mm&

. :emhﬁnhigmmupeﬂennbm;nmfw

-(:an:d: gaﬁemdmi!lnﬂnfurhmd year out
a lukes,

6,041 /-8, 1%

Alammy [top), Jeif Edvalds/Images on the Wild Skia (hottom)



Iay Sonnengmair [top), Denver Bryan/Images on the Wild Side (battam)

‘know a thing or two sbout recreating in, on and around it.

‘Shell Keys and Cameron Hniﬂew:nu:_gd
.migrmrrmtei-fuwi. Comibined, they offer ]
‘every species of bird that mmuﬂiﬂ;lh&w’ﬁm

“can be found on the Caleasieu and

131 Toccea, GA
132 Naples, FL
13%:New Bern, NC
134 Gunnison, CO
135 Wolfeboro, NH

Clear Lake, TA
Lebanon, MO
Cleveland, TH
Deale, MD
: Redding, CA

126 Jamestown, ND
127 Grand Junction, CO
128 Charlestown, R1
129 Valentine, NE

130 Lake Charles, LA

H:I-'H

130 LAKE CHARLES LA

‘Southern Louisinnn has no shortage of water, m&thepuplewhmnthi(mhume

Some of the finest duck hunting on the planet can be. found in bayous of south-
western Louisiana. A constellation of National Wildlife Refuges—Lacassine, Eal:mée,r
provide mgmunds
)0 acres of wetlands habitat for

mmmwtmm
mthwﬂm'nlmﬂ.-ﬂumlrpnmn

$111,400

Sahinaushuhumngmhdlmdn.
speckled trout and largemonths.

-'-‘Il,lll livtles bb'.'-!

IKingman, AZ
Balker City, OR
Reserve, N
Stevens Point, WI
Pascagoula, MS

133 :NEW
BERN, NC

Altheconfluence

af the Meuse and

Trant fivers sifs this
histor o, A60-year-old
dity of mearly 30.000
paople. Now Barmisan
gitramaly last-growing
cily, s popliation
shyrocketing 25 parcen|
In the past decads
Hawever, New Bernians
continueto enjoy &
laid-back way ol [
with the two rivers

serving as the soojal

and tinancial fabric o
ihe city. Boat bullding
has bean a part of the
grea-since before the
town exisied

Fresh- and saltwatar
spacies—irom panfish,
catlish and large-
mouths ta foundar,
drum and siripers—are
biting year-round in the
[EQIONS rivers, ponds
and cresks, nol 1o
mention the nearby
AtianticOcoan,

MAY 2011
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ICirksvilie, MO 144 Morehead City, NC 151 Burlington, VT Jamestown, RI
Del Rio, TX 147 Keohuli, TA 152 Susanville, CA Mitchell, SD
I{earney NE 148 Ely, NV 153 Uvalde, TX i Grand Istand, NE
Spearfish, SD 149 Ashtabula, OH 154 Green River, WY Poteau, 0K
Superior, W1 150 Shelton, WA 155 Oswego, NY Rolla, MO

158 :GRAND
ISLAND, NE

Mo one should ever gquestion the
optimistic and ambitious spiri
of Grand islanders, Atterall, the
gty was deveioped and built
in the mid-1800s by folks wWho
threught that e cenfral location
Wwould make || the (deal spol to
ritlocate the nation's copital from
Washington, DUC, Whils that goal
pever came to frultion, the town
lhas, over the years, coma (o e
Knowwn as alcapital ofanother sort
Although It isn't technically
an isfand, Grand 1sland is sur-
rounded by an awlul ot ob water,
specifically the Platte River and
camiless wetland aress: Because:
of this, avery spring-and fall mora
than hall amillion sandhill crangs
pass tiraugh the Platte River
Vallay, {rom Grand lsland west to

Kearney, It's estimated that 8D per-

cenl of the world's sandhill erane
migralion makes this blannual pit
={op Joining the crinaes are wel|
aver 10 millen ducks and geese,
antl while there is no geason for
sandhills in Nehraska, there's:
ohviously plenty of action for the
other waterfowl species.
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Tash Brown (bottom]

172  KINGSVILLE, TX

[ geated-southwestol Corpus Thristie in South Texas, the
gity of Kingsville iz named for Captain Richard King, found:
ar of the B25,000-acre King Ranch, which is widely consid-
ered the birthplace ol ganie conservation (n Texas:

While outside of tha Lone Star Statethe Kipg Ranch
might bie bast known as a'special-edition pickup truck; the
lgacy of the ranch isa great saurge of pride-and hopar for
all Terans. |1 is a'inajor plaver-in the advancement of large-
scale ranching Innovetion, game conservation, farming and
gyEN 2co-Tounism.

While most of the hunting land in South Texas istied up

165 Weed, CA (tie)
167 Aberdeen, SD

161 Presgue Isle, ME
142 Huntsville, TX

1463 Great Bend, IKS 148 Camhria, CA
1464 Duluth, MN 1469 Virginia, MN
165 Mammoth Lakes, CA 170 Escanaba, MI

arguing the feverad whitatail

In private rmmnches, there [s no
culture that pervades this partofithe woyld- Folkswho call
Saulh Tekas home are flat-ool crazy lor dear

In addition o whitetails, nearby rapches offepa variely of
bobwhite quall huhling is excel-

bird hunting (SouthiTexas's
lant and unheralded], as walias exotic species like nilaal
antelope, natwato [ndia and firstintroduced on the King
Ranch i the 10205,

Kingsvllle’s proximity 1a Corpls Chriatieand Baffin bays
opens the doorio all the excelient wada- anhd sportfishing
the 120emile-long Laguna Madreiand the Gull ol Mexico have
to affen

1746 Paducah, KY
177 Truchee, CA
178 Elko, NV

179 Viclsburg, MS
180 Quincy, 1L

171 Fallon, NV

172 : Kingsville, TX
173 Green Bay, WI
174 Junction City, KS
175 Wilminaton, NC

:hmsﬁumiﬁkemdmllwwh =
hrmmudtharcumwnh wo

(i 24, 992/1,4%
Itegliai I
witle time YLE minutes

oy BaEn st
witlue $115, 008
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Sipaml o Medan
Wil %515,543

181 Atchison, IS 1846 Price, UT 1?1 Grants Pass, OR 196 Corbin, KY
182 tIslamorada, FL 187 Portland, ME 192 Raton, NM 197 Tuscaloosa, AL
183 Cornwall, NY 188 Scottshiuff, NE 193 Yreka, CA 198 Wayneshora, VA
184 Houma, LA 189 Spencer, [A 194 Lale Worth, FL 19% Roscoe, NY
185 Madison, IN 190 Wichita Falls, TX 195 EllcCity, OK 200 Marshail, MN

196 :CORBIN, KY

This:littie Appalachian fown of
B0 peoplein-southeasiern
Kentucky iz -a gateway fo the farg-
ectalk herd east of the Mississipp)
River Initiated in 1282 by the
Kentucky Department of Fsh and
Wildlile Resources with:=up-
porl framAhe Rocky Mouptain Eik
Foundation, [he-Kenfucky alk resto-
calion project s widely regarded-as
one ol the mes| 2uocessiulwiidife
reslorations in-LLS: history

While the KDFWR will tesue
(st 800 parmilsihis yaar fora shot
at one of the 10,000 &Ik that call
Kentucky home;: hunter successin
{he:past hashaen right around 80
peroant, whic far higher than in
any of tha Rochy Mountain s1ates

Local anglers anjoy great fish-

ing in 5,600-acee Laural River Lake. | :' m
Rimmed with sandstone cliffs: : Mﬂ

this impoundmant holds a variaty

of gamefizh-species; including
larnemaouth and smallmouth bass,
rainbow troul, walleyes, orappies,
hluaglifls and‘athish,

Cotbin wisonce home to
Colopel Harland Sanders, who
would goonto gain prominence as
a purveyorof {ried chickan:

IStock Photo (top), John Erikeson/Enages on the Wild Side (bottom)

art with complete data

amibesilowas2o1 !
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